Open letter to Pastor Jones, Gainsville, Florida




Dear Pastor,

We  know you have every right under the Constitution and laws of your country to burn the Koran.

We appreciate that in many parts of the Islamic world, people of other faiths and no faiths are persecuted, and their books confiscated and destroyed.

We know that ownership of a Bible is a criminal act bringing harsh punishment in many parts of that world. 

We understand that your proposed protest has raised awareness and stimulated debate.

We sympathise with the great trauma suffered by the American people on 9/11.

We repeat that we recognise that you have the right, under your law.

But we look to a higher law and a higher grace than rights given under human hand, and we believe you do too.

Will a Koran burning ceremony draw anyone nearer Jesus? Is it the sensitive act of an ambassador for Christ (1 Corinthians 5:11-21)?

Will this deed help you into blessedness as a peacemaker (Matthew 5:9)?

Is your proposed action an example of being as innocent/harmless as doves and as shrewd/wise as snakes ( Matthew 10:16)?

Will it be peaceable and considerate (Titus 3:2)? Is this living at peace with everyone, so far as it depends upon you (Romans 12:17)?

We reckon we are called to suffer for the gospel, not to inflict suffering ( 2 Timothy 1:8). We are fishermen, not fire raisers.

We ask you to yield your rights in this matter, not on any grounds of law or outcome, but for the love of Christ Jesus, and His love for us.

Your brothers and sisters,

David Cooke (England)
Alex Hamilton (England)
Linda Jones  (England) 
Ruth Valerio  (England) 
Sybil Evans (England)
Anna Lodge (England)
Jess Titchener (England)
Anne Nadal  (France)

Samuel Wessel (Germany)
Lucy Houtas (New Zealand)
Chris McCrosson (Scotland)
Mark Topley (Tanzania)
Ian Wilson (Tanzania)
Shirley Hutter (Netherlands)
Josephine Humphries (Zambia)

And many other signatories…
